Preoperative cytologic diagnosis of primary gastrointestinal malignant lymphoma.
This report is based on the review and study of primary gastrointestinal malignant lymphomas as seen in cytologic brushing and washing specimens. During a period of 12 years (1970 to 1981), a total of 2,675 patients with malignant lymphoma involving the gastrointestinal tract were seen at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. Of these patients, 73 were diagnosed as having primary malignant lymphoma of the gastrointestinal tract. A total of 49 preoperative cytologic specimens obtained from 29 patients with histologically confirmed primary gastrointestinal malignant lymphoma were examined and are the basis for this study. Twenty-four patients had gastric primaries; three tumors were in the colon and two were small intestinal lymphomas. Thirty-three cytologic specimens taken from 25 patients were considered diagnostic for malignant lymphoma. A positive cytologic brushing was the only diagnostic preoperative specimen for 9 of the 29 patients. Combined cytologic and biopsy specimens provided a diagnosis of malignant lymphoma for 16 patients. Cytologic washings did not add to the diagnostic accuracy. The 29 cases of malignant lymphoma reviewed here were histologically subclassified as 23 large-cell, poorly differentiated and six small-cell, well-differentiated lesions. The cytomorphologic features of malignant lymphoma as observed in gastrointestinal specimens are outlined, and differential diagnoses are discussed. Clinicopathologic implications of the cytologic findings are considered.